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Noah Webster defined
deference as: “Ayielding in
opinion; submission of
judgment to the opinion or
judgment of another.
Hence, regard; respect. We
often decline acting in
opposition to those for
whose wisdom we have a
great deference.”

Showing deference is
actually connected to
humility and restraint, and
it is the outward expression
of showing esteem or value
for someone else. When we
respect someone else and
encounter opposing views
with that person abouta
topic, we may sometimes
have to “swallow pride” and
restrain ourselves from
voicing our own opinion.
This is showing deference
for that person.

Deference can be argued
that it is giving up “my
rights”. Yet, truthfully,
deference is more of a
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an outward action. We all
have the right to choose who
we will be or what we will
do... the real point is “will
we choose these things
wisely?”

Remember the story of the
voung child who finally sits
down at his parent’s
request, yet thinks to him-
self “I may be sitting down
on the outside, but on the
inside Iam still standing.”
This particular act is
defiance, even though it
looks like he is showing
deference by obeying, What
this child has missed is the
danger he is in by
standing on top of a
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Visions of
Deference

“Quote”

To have respect for
ourselves guides our
morals; and to have a
deference for others
ZOVErns our manners.

- Lawrence Sterne

tilted 3 legged stool. This
time the child was saved by
choosing to obey, but how
many times in life will the
same child rush into wrong
decisions to defend his right
“to stand”?

Lessons of humility can be
hard, but will teach us the
value of restraint when we
should show deference for
others.
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